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WAPC STRATEGIC PLAN 2018-2021

OUR VISION: 
Creating better places to live and work for all Western Australians

OUR MISSION: 
Ensuring the planning system develops policy and enables planning decisions for the long-term benefit of the Western Australian community

Our Functions Our Focus Our Priorities Our Outcomes

• State Planning 
Strategy and Policy 

• Regional,
Sub-Regional and 
Local Planning 
Strategies

• Regional and Local 
Planning Schemes

• Planning and 
Development 
Applications – 
Subdivision and 
Strata Title

• Structure Planning

• Improvement Plans 
& Schemes

• Infrastructure
Planning and 
Coordination

• Research, Modelling 
& Analysis

• Improve the 
Planning System

• Finance & Property 
Management

Jobs and 
infrastructure

• Facilitate economic diversification and development
• Support development of a State Infrastructure Strategy
• Deliver a planning system and processes adapted for technological change in 

the community and economy
• Support delivery of METRONET through the planning system as part of a whole-

of-government approach

• Sufficient urban, commercial, industrial and priority agricultural land for growth
• Long-term strategic industry, infrastructure planning and corridor protection
• Strong industry and employment hubs with particular emphasis on tourism, food and 

agriculture, education, research and technology
• Alignment and integration of land use, infrastructure and transport planning

Liveable 
Communities

• Facilitate infill development and sustainable urban growth
• Address barriers to affordable living and housing diversity through policy 

leadership

• Increased density and diversity around Activity Centres
• Achieve infill housing and density targets and greater housing choice
• Enable creation of liveable cities and towns with quality public and private spaces

A Better Built 
Environment

• Lead precinct planning to enable METRONET
• Develop a policy and decision-making framework to encourage  greater 

housing options for changing demographic needs
• Promote and protect the urban tree canopy for all communities for amenity and 

health benefits

• Improved design of urban centres, corridors and stations 
• Improved design quality of the built environment 
• Greater community support for more diverse housing options,  urban centres, corridors 

and stations
• Protection and enhancement of the urban tree canopy across diverse communities 

Transparent, 
Equitable 
and Efficient 
Planning 
Processes

• Continued review and reform of the planning system and processes 
• Greater early, effective and genuine communication and engagement with the 

community and industry on planning and development issues
• Improve collaboration and capability of all key decision-makers in the planning 

system, including local government
• Implement technological improvements including quality online reporting on 

planning performance for all WAPC functions

• Efficient, transparent and timely assessment  and decisions on planning applications 
and processes

• Contemporary region and local planning strategies, schemes and regulations
• Improved transparency, efficiency and community support for planning processes
• Updated and effective Planning and Development Act 2005 and regulations

Environment 
and Natural 
Resources

• Continue the Coastal Management and Planning Program to deal with the risks 
posed by climate change 

• Ensure bushfire regulations reflect planning appropriate for the risk to 
community and the environment

• Sustainable development which protects, conserves and promotes natural assets (land 
and water) and biodiversity

• A planning system which addresses climate change 
• Planning to mitigate risks from natural hazards and events

Land and 
Finance 
Management

• Contribute to the successful delivery of METRONET through strategic,  efficient 
and innovative use of the Metropolitan Region Improvement Fund

• Ensure WAPC land and property assets are used for long-term community 
benefit

• WAPC land management in place to deliver METRONET
• Effective and sustainable stewardship and management of the Metropolitan Region 

Improvement Fund
• Increased regional open space in Greater Perth

STATE PLANNING STRATEGY PRINCIPLES:

Community
Enable diverse, affordable, 
accessible and safe 
communities

Economy
Facilitate trade, investment, 
innovation, employment and 
community betterment

Environment
Conserve the State’s natural 
assets through sustainable 
development

Infrastructure
Ensure infrastructure supports 
development

Regional Development
Build the competitive and 
collaborative advantages of 
the regions

Governance
Build community confidence 
in development processes  
and practices
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Information for WAPC members 
Quorum: 7 of 14 members 

Member 
Representation in accordance with the Planning and 
Development Act 2005 

Term of 
office ends 

Mr David CADDY Chairman WAPC 
Section 10(1)(a) 

16/04/2021 

Ms Belinda MOHARICH Deputy Chairperson 
Schedule 1, Clause 6(3) 

30/06/2020 

Mayor Emma COLE Local government – metropolitan (nominated by WALGA) 
Section 10(1)(b)(i) 

30/06/2020 

Mayor Penny TAYLOR 
(Deputy Member) 

Local government – metropolitan (Deputy) (nominated by 
WALGA) 
Schedule 1 clause 7(1) 

30/06/2020 

Cr Veronica FLEAY Local government – non metropolitan (nominated by 
WALGA) 
Section 10(1)(b)(ii) 

30/06/2020 

Cr Caroline KNIGHT 
(Deputy Member) 

Local government – non metropolitan (Deputy) (nominated 
by WALGA) 
Schedule 1 clause 7(1) 

30/06/2020 

Ms Helen BROOKES Coastal planning and management representative 
Section 10(1)(b)(iii)

30/06/2020 

Ms Jane BENNETT Urban and regional planning, property development, 
commerce and industry, business management, financial 
management, engineering, surveying, valuation, transport or 
urban design representative 
Section 10(1)(b)(iv)

30/06/2020 

Mr Fred CHANEY Environmental conservation, natural resource management 
or heritage interests representative 
Section 10(1)(b)(v) 

30/06/2020 

Mr Clinton WOLF Planning and provision of community services, community 
affairs or indigenous interests representative 
Section 10(1)(b)(vi)

30/06/2020 

Ms Gail McGOWAN CEO, administering Planning and Development Act 2005 
Section 10(1)(c)(i) 

ex officio 

Mr Mike ROWE CEO, administering Water and Rivers Commission Act 1995 
and Environmental Protection Act 1986 
Section 10(1)(c)(ii) and Section 10(1)(c)(iv) 

ex officio 

Mr Peter WORONZOW CEO administering Transport Coordination Act 1966 
Section 10(1)(c)(iii) 

ex officio 

Mr Richard SELLERS CEO, administering Government Agreements Act 1979 
Section 10(1)(c)(v) 

ex officio 

Ms Michelle ANDREWS CEO, administering Housing Act 1980 
Section 10(1)(c)(vi)

ex officio 

VACANT 'Planner’ from portfolio agencies 
Section 10(1)(c)(vii)

VACANT 

Ms Paddi CREEVEY, OAM Nominee of Minister for Regional Development 
Section 10(1)(c)(viii)

Current 
Nominee 

Mr Ralph ADDIS Associate member for the nine (9) regions in Schedule 4 – 
Department of Regional Development, CEO administering 
Regional Development Commissions Act 1993 
Section 11  

31/08/2019 
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Role 

The functions of the Commission are described in section 14 of the Planning and Development Act 2005 
(PD Act):  

14. Functions 

The functions of the Commission are —  

(a) to advise the Minister on —  

(i) the coordination and promotion of land use, transport planning and land development in the 
State in a sustainable manner; 

(ii) the administration, revision and reform of legislation relating to land use, transport planning 
and land development; 

(iii) local planning schemes, and amendments to those schemes, made or proposed to be made 
for any part of the State; 

and 

(b)  to prepare and keep under review —  

(i) a planning strategy for the State; and 

(ii) planning policies, 
as a basis for coordinating and promoting land use planning, transport planning and land 
development in a sustainable manner, and for the guidance of public authorities and local 
governments on those matters; and 

(c)  to plan for the coordinated provision of transport and infrastructure for land development; and 

(d)  to provide advice and assistance to any body or person on land use planning and land development 
and in particular to local governments in relation to local planning schemes and their planning and 
development functions; and 

(e)  to undertake research and develop planning methods and models relating to land use planning, 
land development and associated matters; and 

(f)  to keep under review the strategic planning for the metropolitan region and any other part of the 
State to which a region planning scheme applies and to make recommendations to the Minister on 
that strategic planning; and 

(g)  to prepare and amend State planning policies under Part 3; and 

(h)  to prepare region planning schemes under Part 4; and 

(ia) to prepare improvement plans and improvement schemes under Part 8; and 

(i)  to keep under review each region planning scheme and improvement scheme, to review the 
scheme completely whenever requested by the Minister to do so and to submit for approval under 
Part 4 or 8 any amendment considered necessary as a result of a review; and 

(j)  to develop, maintain and manage land held by it that is reserved under a region planning scheme 
or improvement scheme and to carry out such works, including the provision of facilities on the 
land, as may be incidental to development, maintenance or management or to be conducive to the 
use of the land for any purpose for which it is reserved; and 

(k)  to establish, and exercise powers in relation to, committees under Schedule 2; and 

(l)  to do all things that are necessary for the purpose of carrying out this Act, region planning schemes 
and improvement schemes; and 

(m)  to do anything else that it is required or authorised to do by this or any other written law. 

[Section 14 amended by No. 28 of 2010 s. 7.]  

The WAPC is the statutory authority with Statewide responsibilities for urban, rural and regional land use 
planning and land development matters. The WAPC responds to the strategic direction of government and 
is responsible for the strategic planning of the State. 
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The WAPC can have up to 15 members. These include an independent chairman, the directors' general of 
seven government agencies and representatives from economic, social and environmental areas, local 
government, regional development and coastal management. The WAPC is serviced by a number of 
planning committees that have a range of expertise and local community knowledge.  

The WAPC operates with the support of the Department of Planning (DoP), which provides professional 
and technical expertise, administrative services, and resources to advise the WAPC and implement its 
decisions. In this partnership the WAPC has responsibility for decision-making and a significant level of 
funding while the department provides the human resources and professional advice.  

The WAPC delegates some of its functions to officers of the department. This delegated authority includes 
decisions on subdivision and development applications, when they comply with the WAPC policies and 
practices. 

Membership (extract from PD Act) 

The composition of the Board is in accordance with Section 10(1) of the Planning and Development Act 
2005: 

10. Membership of board 

(1) The board is to consist of the following members — 

(a) a chairperson appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the Minister; and 

(b) 6 members appointed by the Governor, of whom —  

(i) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister from a list of the names of 4 persons 
representing the interests of local governments within the metropolitan region submitted 
to the Minister by WALGA; and 

(ii) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister from a list of the names of 4 persons 
representing the interests of the local governments outside the metropolitan region 
submitted to the Minister by WALGA; and 

(iii) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister as having experience of the field of coastal 
planning and management; and 

(iv) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister as having practical knowledge of and 
experience in one or more of the fields of urban and regional planning, property 
development, commerce and industry, business management, financial management, 
engineering, surveying, valuation, transport or urban design; and 

(v) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister as having practical knowledge of and 
experience in one or more of the fields of environmental conservation, natural resource 
management or heritage interests; and 

(vi) one is to be a person nominated by the Minister as having practical knowledge of and 
experience in one or more of the fields of planning and provision of community services, 
community affairs or indigenous interests; 

and 

(c) the least number of other members who include —  

(i) the chief executive officer of the department principally assisting in the administration of 
this Act; and 

(ii) the chief executive officer of the Water and Rivers Commission established by the Water 
and Rivers Commission Act 1995 3; and 

(iii) the chief executive officer of the department principally assisting in the administration of 
the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966; and 

(iv) the chief executive officer of the department principally assisting in the administration of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1986; and 

(v) the chief executive officer of the department principally assisting in the administration of 
the Government Agreements Act 1979; and 

(vi) the chief executive officer of the department principally assisting in the administration of 
the Housing Act 1980; and 
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(vii) a person, whether a member under another subparagraph or another person nominated 
by the Minister, who has experience in the field of urban and regional planning and is 
employed in an agency, as defined in the Public Sector Management Act 1994, for which 
the Minister is responsible; and 

(viii) a person nominated by the Regional Minister”. 

In accordance with Section 11(2) of the Planning and Development Act 2005, “The Governor may, on the 
nomination of the Minister, appoint an associate member for a region referred to in Schedule 4”. 

On 13 December 2011, the Governor appointed an Associate Member for a region referred to in Schedule 
4. 

Delegated Authority (extract from section 16 PD Act) 

(1) The Commission may, by resolution, delegate to a person or body referred to in subsection (3) any 
function of the Commission under this Act or any other written law, except this power of delegation. 

(2) A resolution referred to in subsection (1) takes effect when notice of the resolution is published in the 
Gazette. 

(3) A delegation under subsection (1) may be made to – 

(a) a member or associate member; 

(b) a committee established under Schedule 2, or a member of such a committee; 

(c) an officer of the Commission; 

(d) a public authority or a member or officer of a public authority; or 

(e) a local government, a committee established under the Local Government Act 1995 or an 
employee of a local government. 

(4) The reference to functions in subsection (1) extends, without limitation or restriction, to all of the 
powers, privileges, authorities, discretions, duties and responsibilities vested in or imposed on the 
Commission by this Act or any other written law. 

(5) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), where the Commission has delegated its functions 
under section 14(i) and (1), the delegation includes, subject to the instrument of delegation, a 
delegation of every function of the Commission under Part 4. 

(6) A delegate cannot sub-delegate the exercise or performance of any function. 

(7) A delegate exercising or performing a function as authorised under this section is to be taken to do so 
in accordance with the terms of the delegation unless the contrary is shown. 

(8) Nothing in this section limits the ability of the Commission to act through an officer or agent. 

(9) This section does not apply to the execution of documents but authority to execute documents on 
behalf of the Commission can be given under section 24. 

Quorum for meetings 

In accordance with the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC), Governance Guide – Standing 
Orders, Section 5.1 - Quorum for meetings: The quorum for board meetings is dealt with in the Act. 

Note: Clause 8(5) of Schedule 1 of the Act as follows: At any meeting of the board a number of members 
equal to at least one half of the number of members provided for by section 10 constitute a quorum. 
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Disclosure of interests 

In accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2005 and Section 4 of the Western Australian 
Planning Commission (WAPC), Governance Guide – Standing Orders, members of Committees (and 
certain employees) are required to disclose the following types of interests that they have or persons closely 
associated to them, have: 
 direct and indirect pecuniary interests (financial); 
 proximity interests (location); and 
 impartiality interests (relationship). 

A “direct pecuniary interest” is one where a member has an interest in a matter where it is reasonable to 
expect that the matter if dealt with by the Board or a Committee, or an employee in a particular way, will 
result in a financial gain, loss, benefit or detriment for the member. 

An “indirect pecuniary interest” refers to an interest in a matter where a financial relationship exists 
between a member and another person who requires a WAPC decision in relation to the matter. 

A “proximity interest” refers to an interest of a member, or close associate of the member, in a matter if 
the matter concerns – 

(a) a proposed change to a planning scheme affecting land that adjoins the person’s land; 

(b) a proposed change to the zoning or use of land that adjoins the person’s land; or 

(c) a proposed development, maintenance or management of the land or of services or facilities on the 
land that adjoins the person’s land. 

An “Impartiality interest” means an interest that could, or could reasonably be perceived to, adversely 
affect the impartiality of the member having the interest and includes an interest arising from kinship, 
friendship, partnership or membership of an organisation or an association with any decision-making 
process relating to a matter for discussion before the Board or a Committee. 

Members disclosing any pecuniary or proximity interests for an item cannot participate in discussion or the 
decision making procedure relating to the item and must leave the meeting room during the discussion of 
the item. Members disclosing an impartiality interest in an item must also leave the room during the 
discussion or the decision making procedure relating to the item unless the Committee, by formal resolution, 
allows the member to remain. The reason to allow a member to remain must be stated in the formal 
resolution and will be minuted. 

Disclosure of representations 

Where a member has had verbal communication with or on behalf of a person with an interest in a matter 
which is before a meeting, the member is to disclose the interest. 

Where a member is in receipt of relevant written material (including email) from or on behalf of a person 
with an interest in a matter which is before a meeting, the member is to table the material at the meeting for 
the information of members. 
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Western Australian Planning Commission 

Minutes 

Meeting No. 290 
Wednesday, 27 May, 2020 

Members: David Caddy - Chairman WAPC 
Jane Bennett - Professions Representative 
Helen Brookes - Coastal Planning and Management Representative 
Fred Chaney - Professions Representative 
Emma Cole - Metropolitan Local Government Representative 
Paddi Creevey - Nominee of the Regional Minister 
Veronica Fleay - Local government representative – non-metropolitan 
Gail McGowan - Director General, Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage 

Apologies: Ralph Addis - Director General, Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (Associate member) 
Michelle Andrews - Director General, Department of Communities 
Belinda Moharich – Deputy Chairperson, WAPC 
Mike Rowe - Director General, Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation 
Richard Sellers - Director General, Department of Jobs, Tourism, 
Science and Innovation 
Clinton Wolf - Community Representative 
Peter Woronzow - Director General, Department of Transport 

Observers: Richard Arrowsmith - Observer, Department of Transport 
Chris Clark - Observer, Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and 
Innovation 
Justin McKirdy - Observer, Department of Transport 
Patrick Seares - Observer, Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation 

Others 
present: 

Alice Brown – Planning Director, Strategy and Engagement 
Bryce Bunny – Principal Planning Officer, Strategy and Engagement 
Michael Daymond – Manager, Special Projects 
Sam Fagan – Manager, Commission Business 
Sally Grebe – Director Planning Appeals 
Georgina Lockhart – Commission Support Officer 
Damien Martin – A/Assistant Director General – Strategy and 
Engagement 
Leo Peter - Strategic GIS Analysis Team Leader 
Michelle Sanfilippo – Team Leader, Commission Support 
Jacquie Stone – Director, Policy 
Loretta Van Gasselt – Planning Manager, Strategy and Engagement 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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1. Declaration of opening

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 9:52 am, acknowledged the
peoples of the Noongar nation as the traditional owners and custodians of the
land on which the meeting is taking place and welcomed members.

2. Apologies

Mr Ralph Addis - Director General - Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development

Michelle Andrews, Director General, Department of Communities. Richard
Arrowsmith observing.

Belinda Moharich – Deputy Chairperson, WAPC

Mike Rowe, Director General, Department of Water and Environmental
Regulation.  Patrick Seares observing.

Richard Sellers, Director General, Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and
Innovation.  Chris Clark observing.

Clinton Wolf, Community Representative

Peter Woronzow, Director General, Department of Transport. Justin McKirdy
observing.

3. Members on leave of absence and applications for leave of absence

Nil.

4. Disclosure of interests

Nil.

5. Declaration of due consideration

All members indicated that they had received and considered the agenda
items prior to the Western Australian Planning Commission meeting.

6. Minutes

6.1 Confirmation of minutes - Meeting No. 289 on Wednesday 6 May 2020 

Moved by Ms Brookes 
Seconded by Cr Fleay 

That the minutes of the Western Australian Planning Commission 
meeting held on Wednesday 6 May 2020, be confirmed as a true and 
correct record of the proceedings. 

The motion was put and carried 

7. Deputations and presentations

7.1 Section 31 (SAT Act) Reconsideration of refusal to lift Urban
Deferred zone Adelaide Street, Hazelmere (Item 8.1) 

WAPC Agenda Page 11



Western Australian Planning Commission - 27 May 2020 

3 

Presenters: Belinda Moharich – Moharich and More, Aaron 
Lohman - Element, and Todd Burgess - landowner representative 

Ms McGowan joined the meeting at 9:56 am. 

Ms Moharich and Mr Lohman presented to the Western Australian 
Planning Commission representing Moharich and More and Element 
respectively. 

Ms Moharich provided members with a brief history of the application, 
advising that this matter has been ongoing since 2014. Ms Moharich 
advised members that the land, the subject of this application, is 
located in the Hazelmere Enterprise Area Structure Plan (HEASP), 
where it is identified as Precinct 8. 

Ms Moharich informed members that the application to change the 
designation of Precinct 8 under the MRS from Urban Deferred to Urban 
was considered by the Western Australian Planning Commission 
(WAPC) at its meeting on 29 March 2017, when the Commission 
resolved to defer it until an agreement had been finalised between 
State and Federal Governments, or a suitable alternative, to enable the 
transfer of the land required for the extension of Adelaide Street to 
Abernethy Road. Ms Moharich advised members that this agreement 
was reached 2 years ago.  Members were informed that an application 
for review to the State Administrative Tribunal was lodged in respect of 
this refusal by the WAPC. 

Ms Moharich advised members that the WAPC again considered the 
application at its meeting on 13 December 2017 and resolved to refuse 
the request as confirmation of an alternative local road connection from 
Abernethy Road to the subject land, in order to avoid future heavy 
vehicle movements adjacent to the residential area south of Adelaide 
Street, had not been reached.  Ms Moharich advised that the 
Commission had changed the goal posts, however an alternative local 
road connection has now been identified. 

Ms Moharich informed members that Precinct 8 will not generate 
‘heavy vehicle’ movements, and therefore the MRS amendment should 
be progressed. 

Ms Moharich stated that Main Roads have made their position public in 
relation to not supporting further development or rezoning until the 
Adelaide Street extension has been finalised, as access to Stirling 
Crescent will no longer be an option should it become a cul-de-sac.  

Ms Moharich advised members that as a result of the changes to the 
planning framework, a number of developments have been approved 
both in the North and South of Precinct 7. 

Mr Lohman advised members that post lifting of the Urban Deferred 
zone the subject site will be required to be rezoned under the City of 
Swan’s Local Planning Scheme No.17 consistent with the Hazelmere 
Enterprise Area Structure Plan (HEASP). Mr Lohman stated that it is 
expected that the land will be placed in a Special Use zone, as is 
favoured by the City of Swan, similar to other land within the 
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Hazelmere locality. Mr Lohman advised that an example of this is 
Special Use Zone 25 which generally applies to the land west of the 
Lloyd Street extension on Lakes Road, Hazelmere. 

Mr Lohman informed members that concomitant with the rezoning of 
the land the HEASP requires the preparation of a Local Structure Plan 
for Precinct 8. Mr Lohman advised that it is expected that the Local 
Scheme Amendment and Local Structure Plan processes will take 
approximately 2 years to complete, and during this time the connection 
of Adelaide Street to Abernethy Road and the construction of the Great 
Eastern Highway Bypass and Roe Highway will be underway. 

Mr Lohman advised that Element’s client is concerned that if the lifting 
of the Urban Deferred zone does not occur, the client will suffer 
significant delay in progressing the land towards development until 
after the land for the Adelaide Street extension is secured and 
constructed. 

Mr Lohman noted that final approval of a Local Scheme Amendment 
rests with the Minister for Planning and therefore there is a ‘fail safe’ 
mechanism should the Adelaide Street access not be secured. 

Mr Lohman requested that the WAPC resolve to lift the Urban Deferred 
zone. 

Members queried whether detailed traffic modelling work had been 
prepared to date in relation to the closure of Stirling Crescent and 
opening of Adelaide Street, and whether Stirling Crescent could 
accommodate the demand if it were to remain open.  

Mr Lohman advised members that under the City of Swan Local 
Planning Scheme No.17, transport depots are not permitted in light 
industrial zones. 

Ms Moharich advised members that a large lot close to Roe Highway is 
heavily contaminated and cannot be used for anything, the owners 
cannot afford to decontaminate the site and may therefore consider 
providing the land back to the State.  

Members discussed the importance of keeping lease holders and land 
owners informed through the Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage. 

Ms Moharich advised members that Adelaide Street was identified in 
the Structure Plan to be extended, however the City of Kalamunda did 
not realise this and closed the road, which was then transferred back to 
the Crown, who leased it, then those lessees sub leased the land.  
Agreement is to be reached between the Federal Government, a 
number of government agencies, Perth Airport, lessees and sub-
lessees.  

Mr Lohman advised that Lot 20 has received interest from two separate 
parties, who have not been able to bring the land to development due 
to environmental constraints and the land will likely go back to private 
ownership as is capable of being remediated. 
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7.2 Urban Tree Canopy Digital Dashboard (15 minutes) 

Presenters: Bryce Bunny and Leo Peter 

Mr Bunny and Mr Peter presented the Urban Tree Canopy Digital 
Dashboard to the Western Australian Planning Commission.  Mr Bunny 
stated that the Urban Tree Canopy Digital Dashboard is a collaboration 
with the CSIRO Urban Monitor program and the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage funded by the Western Australian 
Planning Commission. Mr Bunny stated that the dashboard is a 
collection of data from 2009, 2014 and 2016 from across the Perth and 
Peel region using aerial photography which gives a 3D perspective to 
the urban canopy. 

Mr Bunny stated that significant consultation has occurred between the 
Local Government Urban Forrest Group, the Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage’s communications team, the CSIRO, and the 
Western Australian Local Government Association in the preparation of 
the Urban Tree Canopy Digital Dashboard. 

Mr Bunny advised that to date, Local Governments have used different 
methods to measure and collect data.  The Urban Tree Canopy Digital 
Dashboard is the first tool that presents scientific information and valid 
data using the same methodology across all Local Governments. 

Mr Bunny discussed how the dashboard can be filtered by suburb or 
local government and that canopy data is divided into street blocks, 
roads and parks. Mr Bunny discussed that canopy can be stratified in 
different levels of heights (above 3 metres, 8-15 metres and above 15 
metres), and that those can be broken down further in the dialogue box 
with information on the percentage of canopy cover versus no cover, 
canopy cover by height, ownership (Local, State or Federal 
Government) and the area of land allocated to land use category 
portions. 

Mr Peter discussed the changes in canopy cover and how there is a 
locality slider in which the user can choose an area and look at certain 
years or all years with visuals in canopy height and the difference 
between years and trends over time. Mr Peter discussed the interactive 
maps and the ability to highlight selected areas. Mr Peter discussed the 
ability to look at all local government areas and canopy loss and gain 
between hectares and how canopy has changed over a period of time.  
Mr Peter advised that a beta version of the Urban Tree Canopy Digital 
Dashboard will be provided to the Western Australian Local 
Government Association (WALGA) for testing, as well as being made 
available through the State Law Publisher. 

Members discussed the Urban Forrest Strategy and the outcome of 
increasing canopy cover in Perth and Peel. Members discussed the 
importance of the communication strategy required to accompany the 
release of the dashboard including media partner questions, canvas 
questions, frequently asked questions outlining how the dashboard 
should be used, with the benefit to assist in Local Government 
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planning, and the nexus between tree cover canopies infill and 
Greenfields. 

Members congratulated the Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage on the Urban Tree Canopy Digital Dashboard and agreed it is 
a useful planning tool, not only for Local Government, also 
METRONET, Design WA and geographic information system.  
Members discussed higher density issues and how the dashboard 
could be a base for Design WA in areas regarding deep soil zones. 

Members agreed that too often in sub-division applications all of the 
tree canopy cover is removed and the need for planning policy 
frameworks to incorporate retention and enhancement of tree 
canopies. 

The Chairman advised members that policies such as the Design WA 
suite of policies and the Medium Density Housing Policy, amongst 
others, recognise the importance of tree canopy retention. 

Members discussed encouraging developers and designers to consider 
the retention of trees in design and possible incentive programs. 

Members discussed how to integrate the dashboard and that the intent 
is not to compare local authorities and the importance of the 
messaging behind the work. Members discussed how climate change 
is closely linked to urban heat, and that the dashboard could be useful 
to identify areas that require re-vegetation. Members queried whether 
data can be extracted from the Urban Tree Canopy Digital Dashboard 
in relation to the effects of rainfall variations on tree canopy growth.  
Members were advised that increased rainfall can lead to increased 
canopy growth, without an increase in the number of trees. 

Members discussed that the communication strategy will align closely 
with the work of the WALGA. 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

9.1 Dandaragan Regional Land Supply Assessment 2020 
(DP/17/00169) 

THIS ITEM IS CONFIDENTIAL 

9.2 Land Use and Employment Survey (LUES), City of Karratha – 2019 
(DP/16/00112/3) 

THIS ITEM IS CONFIDENTIAL 

9.3 Karratha Regional Land Supply Assessment – May 2020 
(PLH2018P0680) 

THIS ITEM IS CONFIDENTIAL 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:49 am. 

The meeting was resumed at 11:01 am with all members present. 
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8.1 Section 31 (SAT Act) Reconsideration of refusal to lift Urban 
Deferred zone Adelaide Street, Hazelmere (RLS/0625) 

THIS ITEM IS CONFIDENTIAL 

10. Reports for noting

Nil.

11. Stakeholder engagement and site visits

Nil.

12. Urgent or other business

Nil.

13. Items for consideration at a future meeting

Nil.

14. Meeting closure

The next ordinary meeting is scheduled for 9:30 am on Wednesday
17 June 2020.

There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman thanked
members for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 11:42 am.

_________________________ 

CHAIRMAN 

_________________________ 

DATE 
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REPORT TO Western Australian Planning Commission 

Meeting date 17 June 2020 File number RLS/0699 

Subject MRS Amendment 1358/57 - Sawyers Valley Urban Expansion Area 

KEY MATTERS IDENTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, LANDS AND HERITAGE 

The key matters outlined below are those identified by the Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage and do not fetter the consideration of the proposal by the Western Australian Planning 
Commission, its Committees or the decision-maker. 

The proposed amendment proposes to transfer approximately 10.42 hectares of land in Sawyers 
Valley from the Rural zone to the Urban zone in the Metropolitan Region Scheme. 

The proposed Urban zoning is likely to facilitate the residential development of the amendment area 
at a density consistent with adjacent residential development in the Sawyers Valley townsite. 

In considering this amendment for finalisation, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage has 
identified the following matters for consideration by the WAPC: 

 whether the amendment is consistent with the North-East Sub-regional Planning Framework, the
relevant recommendations of the State Planning Framework and the Shire of Mundaring Local
Planning Strategy; and

 whether the WAPC should support finalisation of the amendment and progress it to the Minister
for Planning for final approval.
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REPORT TO Western Australian Planning Commission 

Meeting date 17 June 2020 File number RLS/0824 

Subject MRS Amendment 1363/57 - Lots 15 and 18 Mason Road, Kwinana Beach 

KEY MATTERS IDENTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, LANDS AND HERITAGE 

The key matters outlined below are those identified by the Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage and do not fetter the consideration of the proposal by the Western Australian Planning 
Commission, its Committees or the decision-maker. 

The proposed MRS Amendment seeks to transfer approximately 8.1 hectares of land in the Kwinana 
Strategic Industrial Area (SIA) from the Railways reservation to the Industrial zone in the Metropolitan 
Region Scheme (MRS). 

The amendment will rationalise the extent of the Railways reservation in the MRS to better reflect 
the actual alignment of freight rail lines in the locality, and will better facilitate the development of a 
proposed lithium refinery on part of Lot 15 Mason Road by simplifying development approval 
requirements. 

In considering this amendment for finalisation, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage has 
not identified any significant issues which need to be considered by the WAPC. 
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